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Notes from the Governor 

5 Reasons to join Rotary.   

1. Increase your social capi-
tal.  Ever heard the phrase 
it’s not what you know it’s 
who you know.  Rotary can 
have a huge impact on how 
many people you know. 

2. World perspective.  Rotary 
is a great place to find out 
why your community does 
or doesn’t need something 
as well as an opportunity to 
gain insight on what’s hap-
pening in the rest of the 
world. 

3. Community involvement.  
As rewarding as it is to do 
things in the community, 
it’s even more rewarding to 
do them shoulder to shoul-
der with friends.  What 
would be a tall order for 
one person to accomplish 
can often be done by a Ro-
tary club in hours. 

4. Global community involve-
ment.  There is nothing like 
seeing a need in another 
country and being able to 
say, “We should do some-
thing about that problem,” 
and know that you have 
the resources of your club, 
your District, and the Foun-
dation at your finger tips. 

5.Personal growth and devel-

opment.  Rotary will constant-

ly challenge you with opportu-

nities to be a leader, stretch 

yourself outside your comfort 

zone, and do something you 

didn’t even know you were ca-

pable of doing. 

Who do you know that might 

find one or more of these rea-

sons compelling enough to 

join Rotary? 

 

David Bixler 





Nominations for District Governor 

 for 2020-2021 
 
 
 

Dear Rotarians, 

We are now accepting applications for District Governor for Rotary 
District 6080 for the Rotary year 2020-2021. The deadline for sub-
mittal is June 15, 2017 and the Governor Nominee Form is located 
on the District 6080 website at http://www.rotary6080.org/district-
forms/.  

The nominee must have been a club president.  For more infor-
mation contact Joe Beltz (cell:417-331-1128; email: 
b4farm@centurylink.net)  or Steve Dulle (cell:573-268-
4748; email: sdulle.rotary6080@gmail.com) 
 

Mail completed form to: 

PDG Joe Beltz 

174 C.R. 2930 

Mountain View, MO 65548 

or 

email to b4farm@centurylink.net 

http://www.rotary6080.org/district-forms/
http://www.rotary6080.org/district-forms/
tel:(417)%20331-1128
mailto:b4farm@centurylink.net
tel:(573)%20268-4748
tel:(573)%20268-4748
mailto:sdulle.rotary6080@gmail.com
mailto:b4farm@centurylink.net


Convention 

Celebrate with us in Atlanta  

It's just a few months until we'll be together at the Rotary Convention in Atlanta - 11-14 June - celebrat-

ing The Rotary Foundation's 100th anniversary, networking with old and new friends, and enriching 

our Rotary experience. If you haven't registered yet, there's still time, and you can save if you register by 

31 March. If you've already registered, be sure to invite your Rotary friends. 

Register at:  RIConvention.org 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/91993974:7tAqGyb7N:m:1:2968732728:740B76B8127C0F3BDC81F5E87BAB470A:r


April is National Organ Donor Month 

ROTARY FOR LIFE 2017 

The year 2010 was a momentous one for the late Tom Thomas, Charter President 

in 1989 of Columbia South Rotary Club. Tom had been a vigorous, active health 

care professional until heart disease began to limit, and ultimately threaten, his 

life. Tom was literally within days of the end of his life when word came that a do-

nor heart was a match for him, and the surgery should take place immediately. 

While recuperating from the difficult surgery, Tom was offered the opportunity to 

communicate with the anonymous family of the deceased heart donor. He didn’t 

receive a response (not unusual) and his desire to express his gratitude had no 

outlet. 

As a committed Rotarian, Tom thought Rotary could be an effective vehicle to pro-

mote organ donation education, and that could be his expression of gratitude. In 

2015 he formed the Rotary For Life (RFL) committee, comprised of Rotarians from 

the clubs in Columbia and Fulton. For over a year, the committee discussed ways 

to define the message and then promote it through Rotary clubs. Tom felt that it 

fit perfectly with Rotary’s Service Above Self motto. 

Beginning in 2016, RFL presentations were made to clubs in Columbia and sur-

rounding towns in Central Missouri. Past District Governor Steve Dulle took the 

message to each club when he made his 2015-16 DG visits. The late Mike Beahon 

(Fulton) began 2014-15 as District Governor but passed away while awaiting a 

kidney transplant, so the RFL concept is very personal for Rotarians in Central Mis-

souri. 

Sadly, Tom Thomas passed away in November 2016, just as his RFL initiative was 

gaining steam. The RFL committee is carrying forward the important RFL educa-

tional program in his honor. Plans are in place for radio and TV appearances in 

April and presentations to clubs in Central Missouri, urging Rotarians to help re-

cruit people to sign up on the Missouri Organ Donor registry. 

Rotary For Life will have a display table at the PETS/SETS training event in Jeffer-

son City. We invite all incoming officers to visit with us, take the information piec-

es we have developed, and help further the cause of organ donation through your 

clubs and beyond…to honor Tom Thomas and Mike Beahon and help others like 

them whose life depends on organ donors. Register at MissouriOrganDonor.com 



I had the chance to visit Centralia yesterday and wanted to share the event with 
you.  This club, for its size, can raise money and a lots of it.  The attached photo 
depicts the club President, Jason Kehl, presenting the Centralia school superinten-
dent a check for over $9,000.  For the past six years, this club of 30 or so members, 
have raised over $250,000 for their community. In this club ALL members provide 
manual sweat support to achieve the clubs mission of supporting the various com-
munity projects; no wall flowers here.  

Centralia embodies the fourth step in the Four Way Test... Will it be BENEFICIAL 
to all concerned. By their hard work this past year the school and others in their 
community will certainly be benefited. Our motto "Service Above Self" is definite-
ly embodied in this club! 

 

Assistant District Governor Marty Walker 

Centralia Making a Difference  



The Fayette Rotary Club celebrated it 80th birthday on Wed., Feb. 22 at the club’s regular meeting.  In her 
message to the club, President Tamara Kimball said, “We are celebrating 80 years of ‘Service Above Self.’  
While many things may have changed over these past 80 years, the Club has endured and serves in many 
meaningful ways.”   

 

Club secretary Linda Lembke spear-
headed the effort to compile a history 
book/club directory which was given to 
all members at the birthday celebra-
tion.  The book included a history of 
the club written by Rotarian Jim Steele 
and Lembke.  In addition to the club’s 
history, the book listed many of the 
service activities that the club has par-
ticipated in over its illustrious 80-year 
history. 

 

The Fayette Rotary Club had its origin with the old Fayette Kiwanis Club.  At the first meeting of Fayette Ro-
tary Club, District Governor Lester Wikoff presented the new charter to Fayette Superintendant of Schools 
Anson Barber.  Barber pledged that Fayette Rotarians would serve the community and live up to the ideals 
embodied in the motto, “Service Above Self.”  It is interesting to note that today’s club president, Tamara 
Kimball, is also Superintendant of Schools in Fayette. 

 

Throughout the years, club members have taken part in, or contributed to, countless service projects. A 
number of our members and friends have become Paul Harris Fellows which has enhanced the work of the 
international organization. Proceeds from the Rotary budget each year support a wide array of community 
projects and scholarships. Other monies from dues and contributions support work worldwide of the interna-
tional organization, including the significant Polio-Plus program which has nearly eradicated the disease 
worldwide. 

 

The Fayette Rotary Club has also taken an active interest in exchange programs which bring Rotarians to 
the United States and send American Rotarians to other countries to help promote world peace through un-
derstanding.  In addition the club has sponsored several foreign exchange students who have each spent a 
year studying at Fayette High School.  The Club has also sent students from Fayette to study abroad. 

 

Through our “Happy Can” project we have been able to help support a different cause each month including 
the Fayette Ministerial Alliance Food Pantry, the Fayette Music Boosters, the Fayette Athletic Boosters, Holi-
day House, Quilts of Valor and the list goes on. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

Fayette Rotary Celebrates 80th Birthday 



 

One of the favorite projects of club members is the annual distribution of dictionaries to all the third graders 
in Fayette.  In addition Rotarians spend time reading to students in the elementary school.  We support 
young men and women attending Boys and Girls State and RYLA events and sponsor a scholarship for a 
Fayette student planning to attend Central Methodist University.  Four high school students are honored by 
the club each month as Students of the Month.  

  

We have been able to use Rotary Club Grants to underwrite projects for the last several years. The size of 
these grants is based on the amount of money that the club has given to the Rotary Foundation.  These 

grants have helped to support the Fayette 
Ministerial Alliance and its Food Pantry.  
One grant helped to pay for an audio 
sound system for Fayette's Daly Elemen-
tary School while another provided a book 
binder for the Fayette Public Schools.  
Grant money has also been used to pur-
chase new uniforms for the Junior Babe 
Ruth baseball team and a pitching ma-
chine for the Lions-Optimists Summer 
Recreation Program.  A grant helped to 
provide money for swimming pool passes 

for needy families.  Most recently the money was used to purchase a tiller and other equipment for the 
Fayette Community Garden Project. 

 

In 2007 on the occasion of the Club's 70th birthday, Steele wrote, "So now we take a deep breath and begin 
our eighth decade of ‘Service Above Self.’ And while we may reflect on humorous moments such as off-key 
singing and less than memorable speakers, the Rotary experience in Fayette has been by and large a great 
ride which has brought good works, leadership, inspiration, service, knowledge and good fellowship to this 
community. And so it is my hope - and I hope yours as well - that the Rotary flame here will continue to burn 
brightly for another eight decades to come."  Another decade has come and gone and Rotary's flame contin-
ues to burn brightly in Fayette! 

 

(Some of the information for this article was taken from The Democrat Leader, Feb. 25, 2017.  The last sev-
eral paragraphs were taken from the club’s new history book.) 

Fayette’s 80th Birthday (continued) 



Branson-Hollister 
Second Annual Rock and Rev Fundraiser 
Fundraiser to benefit children with special needs 
Branson, Missouri March 1, 2017:  The Second Annual “Rock and Rev” Charity Car Raffle and Live Music Event will take 

place March 30, 2017 at the Branson Airport. This year’s grand prize is a 2013 Dodge Challenger STX Coupe; a real 

American Classic Muscle Car! Entertainment will again be provided by The Professors and Maryann and Famous Dave’s 

BBQ will be serving dinner and dessert. There will be a cash bar, dancing, rock star pictures and big prizes throughout 

the night. 

Held at the Branson Airport on March 30 at 

6pm, the event will benefit the charitable pro-

grams of Dignity Now, Inc. and Branson-

Hollister Rotary Club. Last year the event 

raised over $11,000. that was shared between 

Dignity Now, a nonprofit serving children with 

developmental disabilities, and the charitable 

efforts of the Branson-Hollister Rotary Club. 

LaDella Thomas, Director of Marketing and 

Resource Development of Developmental Con-

nections (parent agency of Dignity Now) said, 

“Our great partnership with the Branson-

Hollister Rotary Club has given us the oppor-

tunity to grow this event and spread our mes-

sage.” LaDella also commented, Last Year, 

Dignity Now was able to fund scholarships for 

children with special needs to attend summer 

school. This year, we are focusing on expand-

ing our musical therapy program to include all the children with special needs who are currently on a waitlist. Our goal is 

to raise $20,000. for this program in 2017 and this event will bring us much closer to our goal!” 

The Branson-Hollister Rotary Club is the largest in the area with over 100 members. The proceeds from this fundraiser 

will go toward charitable giving throughout the year. “With over 75 years in the community, our club has donated more 

than a million dollars to programs like Boys and Girls Club, Tantone Industries, Salvation Army, Gift of Hope, Boy Scouts 

and Skaggs Foundation,” said Jeff Bilberry, Club President. “Additionally, our members have provided hundreds of ser-

vice hours to the community. Proceeds from Rock and Rev will help us to further fulfill our mission of ‘Service above 

Self’.” 

Thomas said “We hope to build on this event and keep it coming back as an annual party. LaDella also said that she has 

had a lot of support from sponsors like All-Tech Energy, Branson Airport, The Track Family Fun Parks, Cambridge of 

Branson, United States Pilots Association, Branson Tri-Lakes News, White River Valley Electric Cooperative, Swift Shots 

and Shine for the Stars Auto Detailing. 

The finale of the evening includes raffling the grand prize – a 2013 Dodge Challenger STX Coupe. Raffle tickets are $20 

each or 6 for $100 and are on sale through RockandRev.com or any Branson-Hollister Rotarian. Event tickets which in-

clude a BBQ dinner of chicken, pulled pork and all the trimmings, decadent desserts, and live entertainment are $25 per 

person if purchased by March 22 or $30 per person through March 30 and will be available at the door on the evening of 

the event. There will also be a cash bar. Visit RockandRev.com for more information or to purchase raffle or event tick-

ets. 





Save the Date! 

May 7 

Playground equipment dedication and camp work day 

Who is invited:  Everyone.  Br ing the family and enjoy the day. 

Come meet some campers, help us dedicate the new playground equipment, and 

work on some projects with fellow Rotarians from around the district. 

Put your crew together and come join the fun at Wunderland Camp. 

 

PICNIC IN THE PARK:  District 6080 is sponsoring lunch, “Picnic In The 
Park", PDG Jerry W. Franklin and Wonderland Camp Foundation Board mem-
bers will be grilling.  Must RSVP for head count for lunch 

  WORK CREWS:  Please RSVP by Rotary Club if you wish to participate 
in work activities, include number, include preferences, please identify any 
special skills such as grunt labor, carpentry, concrete finish, electrical, plumb-
ing, etc.  We’ll match skills and interests to tasks in advance to be more effi-
cient 

 CONTRIBUTIONS:  Clubs and individuals may continue to contrib-
ute.  Funds collected outside of the District Simplified Grant Match Funds will 
go to assist in the building of accessible restrooms next to the Rotary Play-
ground.  The Rotary logo will be on it as will the picture of the first Rotary 
Community Project: an outhouse in downtown Chicago. We’ve come full cir-
cle. 

 RECONITIONS:  Clubs that were left off the last recognition or have since 
pledged or contributed to this project include:  Boonville, Branson Daybreak-
ers, Camdenton, Columbia Sunrise SW, Nixa and the lead club Warrensburg 

 

For more information or to register your team email : 

Will Cologna, District Community Service Chair 

wc6080@gmail.com 

 







Fulton Rotary sponsors mouse races to raise funds for service projects 

 
 

FULTON, MO—Racing mice will help the Rotary Club of Fulton raise money to support service 

projects in Callaway County. The club will hold the third annual Callaway Cup Mouse Races starting at 

6:30 p.m. March 17 at 54 Country, 400 Gaylord Drive, in Fulton. 

Single admission tickets for the family-friendly event are $15; children 16 and under are free. 

Sponsorships also are available. Mouse betting, a silent auction, photo booth and raffles are planned.  

“This year we’ve added a kids’ craft table and a coloring contest to encourage families to come 

out and enjoy the evening together,” Mary Ann Beahon, Fulton Rotary president, said. “Members of the 

Rotaract Club of William Woods University will be assisting. It’s also St. Patrick’s Day, which gives us 

lots of decorating options.”   

Proceeds from the Mouse Races will benefit Rotary’s charitable work in the community, including 

the Adult Enrichment Center for persons with developmental disabilities. Last year, money was donated 

to help purchase accessible playground equipment at Wonderland Camp in the Lake of the Ozarks. The 

first year, the club used the earnings to assist the Coalition Against Rape and Domestic Violence 

(CARDV) by fixing and staining their fence and buying playground equipment and indoor furniture.  

During the mouse races, live mice will be coaxed to travel through a miniature racecourse at fast 

speeds. Spectators will be invited to make bets. Similar to a night at the dog or horse races, each person 

attending receives a program at the door with the mice running in each of the 10 heats. They can then go 

to one of the betting tables and place bets on the mouse they will run down the tube the fastest. 

Along with racing, the night features Mouse Roulette where individuals buy a playing card for a 

minimal amount with the opportunity to win a large sum. The cards are placed in a circle with a mouse 

released in the center; the winner is the person with the card the mouse steps on first. 

Event sponsorships are $500 and include one VIP table for eight guests, eight beer or soda bottom-

less cups, three minutes of mic time, a table to display information, a sign/banner at the event and recog-

nition in the event program.  

Table sponsorships are $250 and entitle participants to eight attendee tickets and eight bottomless 

cups. Race sponsorships are available for $100 per race and include two tickets to the event. Both table 

sponsors and race sponsors will be included in the race program. In addition, mice can be sponsored; the 

cost is $10 per mouse.  

 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gambling


Food and beverages, including $5 bottomless beer and soda cups, will be available for purchase. 

For more information on the mouse races or to download the mouse coloring page, go to 

www.fultonrotary-mo.org. Participants may color the St. Patrick’s Day Mouse or draw their own. Entries 

should be dropped off at Naught-Naught Agency by March 15. Voting will be done by donations at the 

mouse races. Prizes will be awarded. 

For information on sponsorship opportunities or to donate a silent auction item, contact Jennifer 

Books at jenniferlbooks@hotmail.com. Tickets to the mouse races are available at Central Bank, Naught-

Naught Agency and Peak Sport and Spine or from any Fulton Rotarian.  

         

### 

 
 
 

For more information on this release, contact: 
Mary Ann Beahon at (573) 220-1947 or beahon@gmail.com  

Fulton Mouse Races (Continued) 

http://www.fultonrotary-mo.org
mailto:jenniferlbooks@hotmail.com
mailto:beahon@gmail.com



