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Preliminary Application (return before Oct. 15th)

So, you want to spend a year abroad…? 
Is Rotary Youth Exchange the best program for me?  

Rotary is an international network of volunteers who are committed to improving the lives of people in their communities and throughout the world.  Rotary’s Youth Exchange Program is different than other programs for several reasons: 

1.  Values – Students act as ambassadors for Rotary, sharing our mission of peace and understanding between cultures. 

2.  Costs – Scholarships are provided by local Rotary clubs which makes it a low cost educational opportunity. 

3.  Acceptance is based on merit. We typically accept from 50-75% of the student who apply for the exchange. 

4.  Host Families – Students live with three host families (occasionally with two families) during their year abroad.

5.  Opportunity – A year abroad through Rotary will change your life! You will develop long-term friendships, understand       yourself and others better, and learn skills that will help you become more effective in interacting with others. 

What are the expectations for “contributing” to Rotary’s cause”?   

Rotary operates a true “exchange” program, so for each student we send outbound to another country, we must accept a inbound student from that country and agree to provide a home, schooling, meals, and miscellaneous living expenses. Outbound students and their parents will be expected to identify two families who would be willing to host the reciprocal inbound student. Your sponsoring Rotary Club will be responsible for finding one family, and will also provide the student with a monthly allowance for miscellaneous expenses.    
What are my chances of being accepted as a Rotary Youth Exchange student?    

Depending on the number of applicants, you have a 50-75% chance of being accepted. As a general rule, Rotary Youth Exchange students are outgoing, mature for their age, and are usually in the top 1/3 of their class. They also tend to be involved in various volunteer/community service activities. It is helpful to have studied a foreign language, but language skills are NOT a requirement.  However, you should be prepared to commit to undertaking an intensive language learning program once your host country and language have been identified.  Additionally, it is important that your parents are supportive of your desire to spend a year abroad.
How old do you have to be to participate? 
Our program is open to all high school students who will be between the ages of 15-½ and 18-½ on August 1st of the year they depart for their exchange. A VERY LIMITED number of countries will accept students older than 18-½. 

Will I get high school credit for my year abroad? 

Prior to making your decision to apply for the Rotary Youth Exchange Program, you should discuss how this will affect your high school status with your school counselor.  Many U.S. high schools WILL give academic credit for your studies abroad - others may NOT.  To make up for credits you might miss while abroad you may need to attend summer school or take distance learning courses. If you will have graduated prior to your exchange and have applied for college scholarships, most schools will defer your scholarship for one year. 

If Rotary Youth Exchange isn’t for me, are their other exchange programs that I might consider?  Yes, there are many good exchange programs, and some offer summer and single semester exchanges. For a list of accredited programs please review the CSIET Advisory List at:   http://www.csiet.org/publications-resources/publications/listed-programs.html 
Preliminary Youth Exchange Application  

(submit before Oct. 15th)
Student's FULL Name:   
Address:   
City, State, Zip:   
Home phone (w. area code):                                                     Student’s CELL phone:
Email address:
Date of Birth:                                Current Age:  


Age on next 1 Aug:  
Do you have any medical issues that would need to be taken into consideration by a potential host family? 
If yes, please explain:

Are you currently taking any medications?   [    ] Yes       [    ] No     If yes, please explain:

Do you have a Passport?            If so, what is the expiration date?

High School you are attending:  
Current grade in school:              

Approximate Grade Point Average or Class Ranking:
High School Counselor's name, phone number, and email address: 
Have you taken any language courses?  (Language, # of years):

How did you hear about Rotary Youth Exchange?  

Extra-curricular activities and accomplishments:
Personal Hobbies and Interests:

My future goals are:
I want to live for a year in a foreign country because:
The Countries we may be able to arrange exchanges with this year are: Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Denmark, France, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan, and Thailand. Others may become available (It is also likely that only one student will be sent to each of these countries, so we encourage you to be FLEXIBLE and remember that an exchange in ANY country will be a life-changing opportunity.)

Please draw a line through any country that you would NOT be willing to experience. Then, list your top FIVE choices.
1.                                                     
 2.                                                            
3.  

       4.                                                          
 5.

***Please note that there is no guarantee that we will be able to arrange an exchange with all of the countries listed as exchange partners vary from year to year.***.  Also, note that we do not exchange with English Speaking Countries.
What other countries (not listed above) might you be interested in? 
 1.                                  
 
2.       

Do your parents support you in your quest to become an exchange student?   [  ] Yes   [  ] No    [  ] Unsure
Has your family ever hosted a Rotary Youth Exchange student before?  [  ] Yes   [  ] No    

Would your family be willing to host a RYE student for 3-4 months during your stay abroad?  [  ] Yes   [  ] No    [  ] Unsure

Will your family commit to finding three host families – meaning would your family identify families that would be willing to host your reciprocal exchange student during your exchange year?     [  ] Yes   [  ] No   
Mother’s Name:

Mother’s address (if different from yours):

Mother’s Cell Phone and E-mail:

Mother’s Work Phone:

Father’s Name:

Father’s Address (if different from yours):

Father’s Cell Phone and E-mail:

Father’s Work Phone:
Instructions for submitting application: 

1. Save a copy of this application.  

2. Send it and a copy of your most recent high school transcript as an e-mail attachment to
outbound@rye6080.org
What happens next? Once the District Youth Exchange committee has received your preliminary application, it will be forwarded to a local Rotary Club and you will be contacted by one of its members for a preliminary interview.  Both you and your parents should plan to attend this interview.  
If the Rotary club feels you are qualified, you will be advanced to the District level and you should immediately begin filling out the Long Term Application.  The first two pages, the letters from you and your parents and the photo page is to be submitted to the Rotary Youth Exchange Office no later than November 1st. The District selection interviews will be held the Saturday before Thanksgiving in the Lake of the Ozarks.  
NOTE: No make-ups for the interview can be scheduled, so please plan accordingly.
The first Outbound Orientation will be in early December. All Orientations are MANDATORY.

Resources available:

John Yost, Outbound Program Director 

669.864.4045
 [Cell and Home]

email:
Outbound@rye6080.org
 

Brenda Woods, Youth Exchange Program Chairman 
573-619-3822
 [Cell]   

573-734-2198 [Home] 
 email:
Chair@rye6080.org
 

Johnah Terbovic, Rotary District 6080 Administrative Assistant 

816-392-9831 [work]

email:
 admin@rye6080.org
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