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Rotary International Convention
Would you like to enjoy a taste of French culture without traveling to France? You can do
that right here in North America by attending the upcoming Rotary International
Convention in Toronto, Canada, on June 24 through 27. You will rub shoulders with
Rotarians from around the world at the convention. The convention schedule is filled
with general sessions featuring reports by Rotary leaders and dignitaries as well as
smaller breakout sessions on Rotary topics during which you can ask questions and
contribute to the conversations. In addition, there will be time available when you can
visit the House of Friendship where there are literally hundreds of booths publicizing
club and district humanitarian projects, dispensing Rotary materials, advertising tours
abroad, and selling a wide variety of products from around the world, including Rotary
clothing, jewelry, logo pins, and more.
Opportunities will also be available for Rotarians to register for the next International
Convention in Hamburg, Germany at a lower cost than will be offered at any later time.
The atmosphere at the convention is always festive and made more so by many
Rotarians wearing colorful, traditional clothing. Special events are also planned for
Rotarians every evening. In fact, you may have difficulty choosing between two or more
events offered at the same time. The Rotary International Convention is like no other
Rotary gathering in its size, its variety, and the opportunity to meet other Rotarians who
also give to the Rotary Foundation, recite the 4 Way Test, and believe it as much as you
do. Twenty-five Rotarians from District 6080 have already registered to attend the
International Convention.
Now is the time for you to go to
http://www.riconvention.org/en and register for the convention and reserve a hotel
room.
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Barry Rassin is Coming to Missouri
Most Rotarians have heard of PETS/SETS, and many know that acronym means
“President-Elect Training Seminar and Secretary-Elect Training Seminar.” Every club
president also knows that the multi-district PETS/SETS event in Missouri is held in
Jefferson City every spring and is planned and sponsored by the Show Me Rotary
Council, a group of representatives from Districts 6040, 6060, and 6080, all found within
the boundaries of our fair state. What many may not know is that advance planning by
leaders of the Show Me Rotary Council has resulted in our PETS/SETS event being
favored by Rotary International. For the past three consecutive years, our PETS/SETS
event has hosted the Rotary International President-Elect, which is a tremendous honor.
We have met and spoken with Ravi Ravindran from Sri Lanka, John Germ from Knoxville,
TN, and Ian Riseley from near Melbourne, Australia and heard each of them inspire us to
be better Rotarians with a deeper commitment to helping others in need, whether they
are in our community or on another continent.
Recently Jeff Romine, President of the Show Me Council, from Kirksville, announced that
Barry Rassin, Rotary International President-Elect for 2018-19
from the Bahamas, will be coming to the Capitol Plaza Hotel
in Jefferson City to attend our upcoming PETS/SETS event and
will be the keynote speaker at the evening meal on Friday,
March 23, 2018. The event is open only for club presidentselect, president nominees, secretaries, with the goal of
preparing future club leaders to guide their clubs in successfully
completing the goals that they have set. However, the Friday
night banquet is open to all Rotarians who want to hear the
Rotary International President-Elect speak. Registration for the
Friday evening banquet to hear Barry Rassin is available at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/show-me-rotary-2018tickets36986598913?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTM0MDQ2nK
kvamVmZi5yb21pbmVAZ21haWwuY29tLzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=attend .
District Secretary Sought
Dick Mazanec has served ably as District Secretary for a number of years. However,
health considerations have led him to notify us that he will not be available to serve as
District Secretary beyond the end of this Rotary year. Therefore we are currently
seeking applicants for this position which will begin July 1, 2018. Duties have not yet
been fully determined, but the person in this position will take minutes at District
business meetings and correspond with Rotarians in the District on behalf of the District
Governor. This person will maintain District records of those serving annually as
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District Governor, others in the Governor line, Assistant Governors, and District Chairs.
The District Secretary will also send email messages to Rotarians via Pmail on DaCdb.
This position is an excellent opportunity for a club Past President or a Past Secretary
who would like to engage in service beyond the club level. Service as District Secretary
offers an opportunity to become intimately familiar with the workings of the District and
can lead to other kinds of Rotary service. All those who may be interested in learning
more about this position should contact Susan Haralson, District Governor-Elect at
sharalsondg1819@gmail.com.
Panama Water Filtration Project
In 2010 armed with the vision of Rotary International’s Strategic Plan and the specific
needs as expressed by the Panama Rotarians of District 4240, we in District 6080
embraced two strategic initiatives of maternal health and water purification.
We are presently in the midst of the third major Panama Project, supported by
contributions from nine clubs in District 6080, a global grant from RI, matching funds
from District 6080 and contributions from the Rotary Club of Panama City.
This water initiative took shape two years ago when nine clubs from our district made
generous contributions that raised $20,259.00. These clubs included Jefferson City
Breakfast, who has spearheaded the projects, Lake Ozark Daybreak, Warrensburg Noon,
Laurie/Sunrise Beach, Branson Hollister, Springfield Sunrise, Springfield Southeast,
Columbia Sunrise Southwest and Columbia South. What these clubs taught us is “don’t
be afraid to ask for a hand when it comes to service to others.” These donations
contributed to a synergy that led to the global grant application, its ultimate approval
and matching funds from District 6080 for a grant totaling $71,259.00.
These funds are being used to purchase 115 water purification systems to be installed in
26 schools and communities in the isolated region of the Province of Darién,
affectionately referred to as the “jungle” of Panama.
In planning the project with the Rotary Club of Panama City and District 4240, we found
another partner, the Fundacion Pro Niño de Darién, a non-profit foundation that
provides nutrition services to 108 schools in the Darién Province by providing daily
breakfast and lunch to some 8,000 children during the school year.
The sad story is that the vast majority of these children and communities have no
potable water and are subjected to parasites and water borne diseases. We have tested
the water in
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all 26 locations, and all tested positive for
contamination. This area is home for 1800
students and some 7,000 community
members. Their primary sources of water
are rain water and water from local rivers.
The Life Straw systems, which we are
installing, are projected to be able to remove
99.999 percent of the contaminants. Along
with the filter units (see photo), we are
providing education to teach wellness and
cleanliness behaviors to both the children
and their parents. We hope to complete the
installations in March of 2018. Look what
happens when Rotarians join hands and
reach out: “Vita La Vida--Life giving
Life.” We are preparing for another project
in the region with the help of the Fundacion
for 2018-19. If your club would be
interested in being a stakeholder, no matter
how big or small, please contact me at 573690-7691.
Jim Weiberg
Student getting water from filtration unit
Next Generation Mentoring
Members of the Lake Ozark Rotary Club along with other community members will be
joining the administration and teachers of the School of the Osage in a community
mentorship program that will help prepare students for future careers. Endorsed by the
Board of Education, the Next Generation Mentoring is an eight-week pilot project that
will match ninth-grade students individually with adult members of the community,
including Rotarians, who share common interests or hobbies. The goal, according to
school officials, is to prepare students to realize their maximum potential for a lifetime of
success and to make learning personal. Students will be matched with mentors who will
help expose them primarily through email about career choices and hobbies. The
program will begin with mentor orientation and training followed by face-to-face
meetings with students. The mentoring process will rely heavily on established
electronic communication.
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School of the Osage faculty and students

According to a school publication, Dr. Lori Salle, Director of Student Services at the
school, told members of the Board of Education that there is a need for coaching and
mentoring at the secondary level for all students whether they are college-bound or not.
In both cases, many students need more adult interaction in their lives. Dr. Laura
Nelson, Deputy Superintendent of Academic Services, reported that research shows that
successful students benefit from at least three unrelated adult relationships, and this
mentoring program will help fill that need.
School officials believe this pilot program will produce a strong career focus in students
with increased awareness of available career paths, increased internship opportunities,
increased interest in two-year/technical college opportunities, and a personal plan of
study and résumé development.
Fayette Rotary Completes “Friendship Tree Project”
With help from Forest ReLeaf of Missouri, a District 6080 simplified grant and
unseasonably warm weather, Fayette Rotary completed two community betterment
projects in November. Twenty-one native oak trees from Missouri Forest ReLeaf were
planted at several public places in the Fayette area. Eight were placed on the grounds of
Fayette High School, six at Howard County Fairgrounds, six in Fayette City Park, and one
on the city square in front of Howard County Courthouse. The species included were
Northern Red, Black, Chinkapin, Swamp White, Burr, Pin, and Scarlet Oak. We have
5

Melvin Platt and Marty Walker to thank for suggesting that we contact Forest ReLeaf of
Missouri to obtain the trees free of cost.

Fayette Rotarians Gale Shafer and Kurt Rohr, club president, near a northern
red oak sapling they just planted on the Howard County Courthouse lawn
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Part of the inspiration for our Fayette Rotary “ Friendship Tree Project” also came from
Rotary founder Paul Harris and Ian Riseley, President of Rotary International. During
extensive travels in the 1920s and 1930s, Paul Harris planted ‘Friendship Trees’ around
the world to symbolize good will, fellowship, and community service. The tradition
continued over the years and presently Ian Riseley is encouraging Rotarians in all parts
of the world to plant trees again as a statement of our commitment to environmental
stewardship, sustainability, and conservation of resources. It has been satisfying to
think that our tree planting initiative in Fayette may improve the environment and
provide enjoyment to people in the community for years to come. On top of that, it
reflects the history and ideals of Rotary—good will, friendship, and community service.
In addition to our tree project, Fayette Rotary delivered a new seating unit to the
Howard County Fairgrounds. The project was funded by a District 6080 Simplified Grant
and matching funds from our club. High school students in Fayette FFA and their
instructor Doug Chambers assisted in the assembly and delivery of the seats to the
fairgrounds. The Howard County Fair has a long and rich history that links agriculture
and education, and provides an enjoyable pastime for everyone. The Fayette Rotary
Club is proud of its effort to make a difference at Howard County Fairgrounds.
Jefferson City West Rotary Plants 73 Trees
In late October, the Jefferson City West Rotary Club joined with the Jefferson City Parks,
Recreation, and Forestry Department, the Missouri Department of Conservation, and St.
Louis-based organization Forest ReLeaf to plant 73 trees in Memorial Park. Rotarians
planted a variety of trees including American sycamores, bald cypresses, black gums,
and river birches as well as burr, red, and swamp white oaks along a creek that runs
through the park.
Ray Wallace, a forester with the Jefferson City Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Department, said that ”the creek is slowly eroding soil away and washing everything out,
so we're putting the trees here to help stop the erosion." Wallace added that the Parks
Department removes about 150 trees a year, but tries to plant twice that number. Linda
McRaven, a Jefferson City West club member, said that this is a really important thing to
help preserve the area, and it just feels really good to give back to the community. Sally
Graham, president of the Jefferson City West Rotary Club, observed that the trees will
beautify the park and be environmentally friendly for the community. Ian Riseley,
Rotary International President, asked all Rotary clubs to plant trees before April 22,
2018, which is Earth Day. (Adapted from an article on this subject in the Jefferson City
News Tribune, October 28, 2017.)
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Rotarians Christopher White and Linda McRaven plant trees in Memorial Park.
(Photo by Julie Smith/News Tribune)

May the Joy of the Holiday Season be present in your life.

Melvin Platt, District Governor
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