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Governor’s Comment: ROTARY PRESIDENTIAL CITATION
I hope that your club is working to win the Rotary Presidential Citation. Rotary President Ian Riseley is
asking all clubs to strive to achieve it. I have contended that the Rotary Citation is easier to achieve than
any citation presented during the past five years. I believe also that it presents a more level playing field
for small, medium-size, and large clubs than recent Presidential Citations. It is membership-size neutral,
but favors those clubs that systematically work toward achieving the necessary goals for winning it. To
earn the citation, please complete all activities and report your accomplishment to Rotary before June 30.
Where should you enter your club’s accomplishments? The 2017-18 Rotary Citation Achievement Guide on
https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/office-president/rotary-citation explains how and where to report
each citation goal. How can Rotarians see your club’s progress? Club members who have my.rotary.org
accounts can view their club’s citation dashboard by signing in to my.rotary.org. Then, under Manage,
in Club & District Administration, go to Reports and, in the Awards section, you’ll see Rotary Citation. View
the report for your type of club.
The goal in District 6080 is that at least 30 of the 50 clubs will win the Rotary Citation. Make sure that your
club is one of the 30 and more clubs whose name will be called at the Fall District Conference to receive the
coveted Rotary Citation.

ROTARY PRESIDENTIAL CITATION FOR ROTARACT AND INTERACT CLUBS
The Rotary Citation for Rotaract Clubs and the Rotary Citation for Interact Clubs includes goals that will help
clubs keep members energized and attract new ones. The Rotaract Citation Achievement
Guide and Interact Citation Achievement Guide, also found on https://my.rotary.org/en/newsmedia/office-president/rotary-citation, explain where these achievements can be reported and how to
view progress. Rotaract club presidents can view their dashboard report and make updates on
my.rotary.org. All activities need to be completed before June 30.
Interact clubs must also complete all activities by June 30. For clubs that have one sponsoring Rotary club,
the sponsor club’s president must complete the online nomination form
(https://rotary.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_50WRcEopbghe3Qx) for the citation by August 15. For Interact
clubs with more than one sponsor club, Rotarians should submit only one nomination. Nominations cannot
be submitted by email, mail, or phone.

PRESIDENT IAN RISELEY’S 1.2 MILLION TREE CHALLENGE
Earth Day, April 22, 2018, is fast approaching, which is also the target date for President Ian Riseley’s
Environmental Sustainability 1.2 Million Tree Challenge: “Plant a Tree for Every Rotarian.” Some clubs
planted trees last fall, while many other clubs have ordered trees and have dates for planting set.
Congratulations to all of the clubs that have already completed the Challenge. If not, there’s still time!
To date, over 3,370 tree planting projects have been uploaded on the Rotary Project Showcase. You can
review these projects for inspiration and ideas by logging into my.rotary.org and using this link to search for
the keyword "tree." (Hint: The search only works automatically when you are logged in!)
On the main Rotary Project Showcase page, you may also select the keyword: “Category” and check off the
new phrase, “Environment.” Tree planting is an environmental project that counts towards the
requirements to earn the 2017-18 Presidential Citation, when you have reported it. However, many Tree
Planting projects have not yet been tagged in that category.
At President Riseley’s suggestion, the Environmental Sustainability Rotarian Action Group, ESRAG, also
affords the opportunity to report your District’s and its clubs’ tree planting activities. To do so, please enter
your tree count at https://www.esrag.org/2017-2018-trees-planted-counter. This will allow ESRAG to begin
to measure, track, and share your environmental sustainability efforts throughout Rotary. For ESRAG’s
purposes, RI will be giving credit for projects that are planned and funded by April 22, 2018, even though
the trees might not have been planted by that date.
A club tree planting event is a great opportunity to “get your hands dirty,” host a multigenerational event
for family members, engage members of Interact and Rotaract, and raise Rotary’s visibility in your
community. And as President Riseley noted, it’s a great way to reaffirm that “environmental
sustainability . . . is, and must be, everyone’s concern!”

MARCH IS WATER AND SANITATION MONTH
Clean water is a basic need for human beings. When people, especially children, have access to clean water,
they live healthier and more productive lives. However, at least 3,000 children die each day from diseases
caused by unsafe water, and this is what motivates our members to build wells, install rainwater harvesting
systems, and teach community members how to maintain the new infrastructure.
Rotarians don’t just build wells and walk away. They integrate water, sanitation, and hygiene into education
projects as well. Rotary has recently launched a pilot program entitled the WASH in Schools Target
Challenge to motivate Rotary clubs to develop sustainable water, sanitation, hygiene (collectively referred to
as WASH), and education projects that use the expertise and resources available through two of Rotary’s
areas of focus—basic education/literacy and water and sanitation. Rotary and UNICEF will recognize Rotary
clubs and schools whose WASH in Schools projects achieve certain benchmarks. During the pilot phase, the
program will run through July 2020 in five countries-- Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, India, and Kenya--all
chosen for their strong, active involvement in school sanitation efforts.
Even if your club isn’t in a pilot country, you can still support a project as an international sponsor.
International sponsors collaborate with a host club or district in Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, India, or Kenya
to support projects in the pilot country. Contact aof2rotary.org to learn more.

CLEAN WATER – A HUMAN RIGHT
Rotarians in Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario are fighting to clean up the western basin of Lake Erie, the source of drinking
water for millions of people. For 56 hours in August 2014, nearly a half-million people living along the shores of the
largest freshwater lake system in the world could not drink the water out of their taps. They couldn’t use it to brush
their teeth or wash their dishes. Restaurants shut their doors. Hospitals canceled elective surgeries. Stores ran out of
bottled water, and the Ohio National Guard stepped in to provide water.
A bloom of cyanobacteria, or blue-green algae, had poisoned the western basin of Lake Erie, the source of drinking
water for Toledo, Ohio. The algae had been fed by nitrogen and phosphorus runoff that heavy rains had washed down
the Maumee River, the largest watershed in the Great Lakes region. Lake Erie is the shallowest of the Great Lakes and
its western basin is the most shallow place in the lake (with an average depth of only 24 feet) and therefore is the
warmest, creating ideal conditions for the toxic algae to flourish. Wind and waves carried the bloom to the intake pipe
for the city’s water supply. Drinking the contaminated water can cause symptoms ranging from fever, vomiting, and
headaches to liver failure and death.

Satellite image of the western end of Lake Erie showing the extent of blue-green algae.
Toledo is situated in the far southwest shore of the lake. New York Times photo

Within weeks of the onset of the 2014 crisis, the Rotary Club of Toledo put together a two-part
presentation at its regular meetings. The first presentation featured representatives from the city and the
Ohio Farm Bureau, along with a professor of biology from nearby Bowling Green State University. After the
discussion, a Rotarian stood up and asked who was in charge of solving the problem.

“Those three fellows, who had been very animated for 45 minutes, turned into a portrait,” recalls Andy
Stuart, who at the time was the club’s president-elect. The Rotarians were stunned. “We realized nobody has
their arms wrapped around this--nobody is responsible.”
The next week, the speaker was U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur, whose district includes Toledo. “She said that
Rotary needs to get involved, because Rotary solves problems,” Stuart says. “It was another jolt to us.”

The Toledo Rotarians decided to sponsor a major conference on the emergence of blue-green algae in Lake
Erie. In October 2015, the Rotary Club of Toledo’s inaugural Lake Erie Watershed Crisis Conference was sold
out. More than 300 people attended: Rotarians from Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario; politicians and
policymakers including Kaptur; the EPA’s Great Lakes “water czar,” Cameron Davis; and Karl Gebhardt, who
is Ohio Gov. John Kasich’s Lake Erie policy chief. The conference also drew participants from environmental
groups, the Ohio Farm Bureau, and tourism organizations, as well as students and professors from local
universities.
The conference agenda, which was described as “information by fire hose,” covered the history of the algae
blooms, their economic impact, and ideas for preventing future blooms and solving the problems that arise
when they do occur. RI Director Jennifer Jones, who grew up on the Canadian side of the lake, talked about
how Rotary, as a nonpartisan organization, can be effective in getting accurate information out to the public.
And in a video address, RI General Secretary John Hewko, who spent his formative years on Catawba Island
in Lake Erie, called water stewardship “a moral obligation.”
Since Rotary clubs are nonpartisan and nonpolitical and where the only agenda is to do the right thing, the
Toledo club members took up the task of collecting water samples in the Maumee River which flows through
the area southwest of Toledo to measure the amount of various pollutants that were flowing to the lake and

feeding the blue-green algae. Soon Toledo club members were joined by Rotarians from 15 other Rotary
clubs in the area testing 330 sites along the river. Professors and students at Bowling Green State University
developed an app for smart phones that allows anyone to conduct water quality tests and share the data.
When a chemical spike in concentrations is discovered, water testers go upriver and test again, and they
keep testing until they can narrow down the source. They then alert the local U.S. Department of
Agriculture office, which works with landowners to implement conservation practices.
Rotary also contributed publicity about the lake’s pollution and disseminated it to the media and to clubs in
areas surrounding the western end of Lake Erie. The Toledo club created a series of short educational videos
about best practices from farm to home to industry (online at cleanwaterforliving.com). The 34-member
club spent $20,000 on the project and is working to get other clubs involved. The videos exemplify what
may be Rotarians’ most crucial role--advocacy. The Lake Erie watershed is shared by two countries, four U.S.
states, and a Canadian province; implementing solutions that protect the lake and the livelihoods of the
people who depend on it will require legal maneuvering as well as political will. Rotarians are already using
their voices as concerned citizens to bring this issue to the fore.
In February 2016, the United States and Canada agreed to adopt a target reduction in phosphorus entering
Lake Erie of 40 percent by 2025. In November, Michigan declared its portion of Lake Erie impaired, under the
federal Clean Water Act that gives the state the ability to set and enforce limits on the use of phosphorus.
However, Ohio Governor Kasich’s administration has resisted calls for Ohio to do the same, telling the Toledo
Blade that it would hurt state efforts to attract business and that much progress has already been made
without the designation.
Dry weather in 2016 produced a summer algae bloom that was smaller than in previous years, but the
problem remains big and complex, and the work to clean up the lake is far from being finished. The Toledo
club hosted a second conference in 2016 that again drew 300 people and focused on solutions. Rotary
District 6600 supported the 2015 and 2016 conferences with $10,000 district grants.
The struggle to eradicate the blue-green algae continues. State and federal resources have been brought to
bear on the toxic blue-green algae problem. Research studies at a number of universities in Ohio and
Michigan are attempting to determine the level of harm that ingestion of certain amounts of blue-green
algae does to animals and humans. One recent University of Michigan research study has produced
disturbing results. Researchers sought to determine if tiny blue-green algae particles can become airborne
when wind and waves send water bearing algae splashing against the shoreline. Their study reported in
Environmental Science & Technology shows that biological materials from algal blooms can become ejected
into the air. Not only does blue-green algae represent important water consumption issues, but it also
generates atmospheric pollutants. A follow-up research effort will be to test specifically for algal toxins in
the air and how far they can be transported inland from the lakes.
For more information on this topic, click on https://www.rotary.org/en/rotarians-take-dangerous-algae-bloom,
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/10/03/science/earth/lake-erie.html, and https://phys.org/news/2018-01-algalblooms-airborne.html

WATER—A HUMAN NECESSITY
Through many global grants to provide safe water, Rotary is making a difference in the lives of many who
must walk long distances to fetch water by installing improved water-collection systems, constructing of
sand dams, and digging water wells. Rotary has set an ambitious goal to finish providing everyone with safe
water, sanitation, and hygiene by 2030.

But Rotarians may face a difficult challenge in providing safe water for everyone by 2030. Some scientists
worry that the world will need twice as much water as it has access to within a decade. Climate change is
producing droughts in food-producing areas that formerly received adequate rainfall. Aquifers and other
water sources are being increasingly tapped for irrigation purposes. Current water consumption is
enormous and is far exceeding the replenishment of aquifers, lakes, and rivers. More than 95 percent of
water use worldwide occurs outside of the home. Water irrigates fields where food grows and extracts the
oil that helps transport that food to market. It mines gold and waters lawns. That is where people, farms,
and industries use the most water.
The U.S. is one of the highest per-capita consumers of water in the world--750,000 gallons a year per person.
As elsewhere, food production is the biggest water-user. Grain, cotton, sugar, and nuts are among the
thirstiest crops. India, by contrast, consumes 290,000 gallons a year per person. Its overall water use is
relatively modest, but its textile industry is very thirsty. Cotton production there takes twice as much water
as in other countries.
The following are simple steps that can have big impacts:
• Save Energy. Water is used to mine coal, extract oil, and construct solar panels. Energy is the biggest
user of water, after agriculture. So conserving electricity is a two-for-one; it also conserves water.
• Buy Fewer Clothes. Cotton and wool are very thirsty fabrics to produce. Making a week’s worth of
garments takes as much water as you or I will drink in our lifetime. Soften that impact by buying sustainable
fabrics where you can.
• Go Meatless (sometimes). A burger takes 600 gallons of water to produce. That’s 15 times more
than a soy burger. The nonprofit Meatless Monday champions weekly vegetarianism in 44 counties
worldwide.
• Turn Off the Faucet While Brushing Your Teeth or Washing Your Hands. Save up to four
gallons of water every time you brush. That’s 3,000 gallons a year.
• Limit running water from the faucet to obtain hot water. Point-of-delivery water heaters
provide almost immediate hot water with a limited use of electricity.
• Reduce watering the lawn. Limit lawn watering to alternating evenings or less often to ensure deep
root structures that can withstand receiving less water.
Source: Recent March 2018 issue of Time magazine
World Water Day is March 22

DARE TO DREAM: HOW ROTARY BECAME THE HEART AND SOUL
OF POLIO ERADICATION
DARE TO DREAM is a high-quality, full-length documentary film that tells the story of how a small group of
visionary Rotary leaders dared to set a breathtaking goal of eradicating polio for all of the children of the
world. In doing so, they laid the groundwork for the single most successful public health coalition in history.
The film is based on the book, “Rotary and the Gift of a Polio-Free World,” by Sarah Gibbard Cook. The film
tells the “inside” and little-known story about the Rotary leaders who put Rotary on the path to polio
eradication and the public health controversies that had to be resolved in order for polio to become a world
health priority.
Funded by the Rotary District 7620 Project Trust Fund, this film gives Rotarians, and non-Rotarians, the backstory to the incredible decision to eradicate polio. Audiences will be astounded to learn that the Rotary
Foundation was not involved in the early days of polio eradication, that the public health community was not

interested in eradicating single diseases, and that several prominent Rotary leaders were vehemently
opposed to Rotary getting involved in service projects on a global scale.
Yet three successive RI Presidents along with a few other extraordinary Rotary leaders pursued a grand
vision and eventually overcame all obstacles in setting Rotary on a course that, more than thirty years later,
is ready to achieve the most incredible public health victory the world has ever seen.
A free video excerpt of more than 19 minutes is available to Rotarians on Rotary.org at
https://daretodreamfilm.com/. Take a look at the excerpt; you will be persuaded to purchase the fulllength, broadcast-ready film of 56 minutes. The full-length film can be purchased for the incredibly low price
of just $25.00. Approximately $18.75 of the purchase cost will be contributed to Polio Plus at the Rotary
Foundation. To purchase, go to Rotary.org at https://daretodreamfilm.com/ and click on “Buy Film.” Just
one viewing of the free excerpt will persuade most clubs to buy this film and show it at club meetings and at
new member orientations so that Rotarians may better understand the vision of past RI Presidents and
Directors in pushing world health professionals to focus on the eradication of polio. This true and amazing
story of how Rotary became a leader in the quest to eradicate polio is virtually unknown to most Rotarians.
Seeing this film will correct that deficiency and motivate many more Rotarians to support Polio Plus.
Governor’s’s note: I have viewed the 19-minute free excerpt and think it is tremendous!
https://daretodreamfilm.com/

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY VIDEOS AVAILABLE
Each February, District Governors-Elect gather from around the world to attend the Rotary International Assembly for
final training. This conclave consists of general sessions and multiple small-group sessions. During the general
sessions, Rotary leaders and leaders from partner organizations give speeches designed to inform and motivate. The
multiple small group sessions focus on topics such as club membership, contributing to the Rotary Foundation,
enhancing public image, the eradication of polio, and other Rotary topics. This meeting featured Barry Rassin, Rotary
International President-Elect, who introduced the Rotary theme for his year as President. Videos of all addresses given
during the general sessions are recorded and are posted on Rotary.org. There are a total of 34 video presentations
available from the February meeting; almost all of the speeches range in length between 8 and 18 minutes, and all are
well presented. You are strongly encouraged to view them by going to
http://video.rotary.org/events/videos/assembly/. You will also find the 2018-19 theme logo—Be an Inspiration—as
well as the 2018-19 Presidential Citation brochure at https://my.rotary.org/en/news-media/officepresident/presidential-theme.

A ROUTINE CAN SET YOUR FREE
Some people are addicted to change. They would prefer to never do the same thing twice. They are not naturally
wired for process, so they don’t necessarily embrace it. Others are wired for it. Without a plan and process for
everything they do, they get fearful about not reaching an outcome without a systematized way for achieving it. Today
this message is primarily speaking to those not naturally wired for pace, consistency, and process. The principle here is
that routine will set you free. Inconsistent people get inconsistent results. In other words, your mileage may vary
heavily. Many leaders have not developed the habits of process. Habits are routines of behavior that are repeated
consistently. As these routines are repeated more and more regularly, it takes less self-discipline to begin and
complete the routine.
Consider the routine of a writer. Writers are not writers because they write an article. You are not a writer if you write
a couple of times a year. You become a writer when it becomes a daily or weekly thing. If you write daily or weekly,
you do it by routine. Stephen King writes 10 pages every day without fail. Victor Hugo wrote in the nude to ensure he
wouldn’t leave the house and as a safety measure, he told his valet to hide his clothes. Ray Bradbury said that his

passions drove him to the typewriter every single day from the time he was twelve years old. He said he never
worried about schedules; his passion scheduled him, not the other way around. What about leaders? Leaders are
leaders because they lead daily. You should be doing it by routine and passion. So, what are your 10 pages a day as a
leader compared to Stephen King as a writer?
Routine creates exponential results. We overestimate what we can do in a day and underestimate what we can do in a
year. We set a list of things, which are impossible to achieve on our to-do list every day. We don’t take into
consideration the interruptions, distractions, or curve balls that will be thrown at us. We also underestimate our
potential over the course of a year’s time. If we achieve a small percentage of progress each day, then in a year, we
will have really moved the needle. Achieved, step by step, over many days, as a routine, enormous things are
achievable. If you told the average person the pounds of food they would consume in a year, they would balk at such
a number, but consumed a little bit at a time each day, big things are possible.
Tony Richards, Clear Vision Development Group, Columbia, MO

FUNDRAISER AT HOSS’S MARKET IN COLUMBIA BENIFITTING THE ROTARY YOUTH EXHANGE
PROGRAM IN DISTRICT 6080

Lake Ozark Daybreak Rotary
2018 Ford Mustang
Drawing held at The Magic Dragon Street Meet on May 5th
on The Strip in Lake Ozark, MO
$20,z0e0O0ption

Cash Paritive to the car
as altern

$20.00

Per Ticket
Maximum of
2,500 sold

Recent Rotary Charity Recipients:
Pack the Truck • Hope House • Lamb House • Buddy Back Pack Program-Local Schools
Child Advocacy Council • Big Brothers/Big Sisters • Kids Harbor • Lake Ozark
Development Center • Tri County YMCA • CADV • Habitat for Humanity • Wonderland Camp
School of the Osage Interact • Lake Area SART • Pregnancy Help Center
Rotary Youth Exchange Programs • Local Food Pantries • Cub Scouts • Daybreak Rotary
College Scholarship Fund • Project Graduation-School of the Osage, Camdenton, Iberia & Eldon

Purchase Tickets and/or donate to Rotary at HyVee-Osage Beach,
Sakelaris-Camdenton or Kwik Kar Car Wash
For more info about Rotary visit: www.daybreakrotary.org or
call Tony Reahr (573) 999-6090
All proceeds to fund local organizations
B&B
Heating and Cooling

HAWKEN

It’s not always that we need to do more, but rather that we need to focus on less.”
Nathan W. Morris
Commitment leads to action. Action brings your dreams closer.
Marcia Wieder

Melvin Platt, District Governor
Rotary District 6080
mplatt.rotary@gmail.com
573-356-1273 c 573-445-3371 h

