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Hello Rotary Friends,

May is a special time in Rotary, as we celebrate Youth Service Month—a time
dedicated to uplifting, empowering, and investing in the next generation of leaders.
Through programs like Youth Exchange, Interact and Rotaract, Rotary International
continues to create meaningful opportunities for young people to grow, lead and make a
difference in their communities and around the world.

This year’s theme, “Unite for Good,” reminds us that when we come together across generations, incredible
things can happen. Our youth are not just the leaders of tomorrow—they are leaders today. They bring fresh
perspectives, bold ideas and a passion for creating positive change.

As I reflect on Youth Service Month, I'm reminded how closely this aligns with the pillars I hold dear:

Kindness Matters.

When we invest in our youth, we are planting seeds of kindness that will ripple far beyond what we can see.
Encouraging young people to lead with empathy helps shape communities rooted in compassion and
understanding.

Do Good Things.
Our youth programs are filled with individuals already doing good things—serving, volunteering and stepping
up to make an impact. When we mentor and support them, we amplify that goodness and help it grow.

You Get What You Give.
Rotary’s investment in young people is a powerful reminder that what we give—our time, guidance and
encouragement—comes back in the form of inspired leaders who continue the cycle of service.

This month, I encourage each of us to find a way to connect with and support the young people in our lives and
in our community. Whether it’s mentoring, attending a youth-led event, or simply offering encouragement,
these small actions can have a lasting impact.

Together, let’s continue to unite for good by lifting up the next generation—because when we invest in youth,
we invest in a brighter future for all.

With gratitude,

Andrea

Andrea Brady, Rotarian
2025-2026 District Governor
District 6080

Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise
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Springfield Clubs Collaborate on Route 66 Project

By Michael Wehrenberg, Springfield Rotary Presidents Council

The Birthplace Plaza project in Springfield
reflects not only a strong local collaboration, but X
D g Rotary:
a story of Rotary significance that extends far g
beyond Springfield.

District 6080

In April 1926, as Rotarians gathered in
Springfield for a district convention,
conversations taking place during that time
helped shape the final naming of what would
become U.S. 66. What emerged from that
moment would go on to become one of the most
iconic roadways in American history. This
connection is a point of pride not just for ,
Springfield, but for Rotary itself. Birthplace Plaza #:%
is being created to recognize and preserve that

shared legacy.

The project has been a true Rotary effort. Rotary and Rotaract clubs across Springfield have worked
together to bring it forward, supported by a District Simplified Grant, a matching grant from the
Missouri Route 66 Centennial Planning Commission, sponsorships and engraved paver sales.

Springfield was also selected as the

! host site for the National Route 66

Hl Centennial Kickoff, and Birthplace

! Plaza played a central role. The
dedication ceremony took place April
30 as part of that national event.
Earlier that day, NBC’s The Today
Show broadcast live from Springfield
adjacent to the plaza, bringing
national visibility to this historic
connection.

Engraved pavers remain available and will be installed ahead of the Birthplace of Route 66 Festival on
Aug. 7-8.

More information:

*Birthplace Plaza: https://birthplaceplaza.org/
*Centennial Kickoff (April 30-May 3): https://www.route66kickoff.com/
*Birthplace of Route 66 Festival (Aug. 7-8, 2026): https://www.route66festivalsgf.com/

This project is a reminder that Rotary’s influence is often woven into moments of lasting impact.
Thank you for being part of a network that continues to shape communities and history in meaningful
ways.


https://birthplaceplaza.org/pavers/
https://birthplaceplaza.org/
https://www.route66kickoff.com/
https://www.route66festivalsgf.com/

Rotarians Pitch In to Ready Wonderland Camp

Information from Andrea Brady, Cathy Libey and Kay Caskey

Members of Rotary District 6080
spent April 18 helping Wonderland
Camp get ready for their summer

. camps. Wonderland Camp provides
fun experiences and many

B memories for campers with special
needs from ages 6-85. Rotarians
stained tables and cleaned up the
grounds
after the
previous
night's
storms. But along with that, members shared laughter, fun, and fellowship.

_ Wonderland Camp is a non-profit organization in
Rocky Mount, Missouri, that provides accessible,
inclusive summer and year-round camp experiences
for children, teens and adults with disabilities, i
offering a respite for caregivers and personal ‘

. development for staff. Located on the Lake of the Ozarks, it

| features adaptive activities like swimming, climbing, boating,
and arts and crafts, ensuring everyone can participate, with
options for 1:1 support and on-site medical staff.

W  Started by Miller family, whose daughter had special needs, it's
Gerry Phillps, Laurie- a camp for special needs people of all ages. The ratio is 1 to 1
Sunrise Beach Rotary

camper to counselor. They exist through wonderful volunteers,
donations of supplies and $. They receive no federal or state funding. Amazing people PDG Jer y
Franklin

participate in every aspect. They have no debt. Past District Governor Jerry Franklin
is a long-time supporter of the camp and he encourages Rotarians to be involved.

Jay Niemeyer, Steve Erickson and Don | John and Kathy Hofer,
Neumann, Jefferson City Breakfast - Laurie-Sunrise Beach
Rotary | Rotary, with Mike

Fad = N DG Andrea Brady, Clayton, Wonderland

Nlck Rackers Jefferson City Springfield Sunrise Rotary, Camp Director of Fund
Evening Rotary and Cathy Libey, Jefferson  Development and

City Evening Rotary Communications



COMMUNITY RECEPTION
PRESENTED BY WWU ROTARACT

BUILDING
PEACE: FROM
WITHIN TO
THE WORLD

05.06.26 | 5:00-7:00 P.M.

MILDRED M. COX GALLERY
WILLIAM WOODS UNIVERSITY

PERFORMANCE FROM THE FULTON HIGH SCHOOL
CHAMBER SINGERS AT 6: 00 PM THE EXHIBIT WILL RUN

Experience an inspiring collection FROM MAY 4™-g™
of student artwork exploring the

theme of peace. Guests are invited

to enjoy refreshments and light

hors d’oeuvres while engaging

with creative expressions from

local students.
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WILLIAM WOODS
UNIVERSITY
THE RECEPTION & EXHIBIT ARE OPEN

TO THE PUBLIC AND FREE

7 , i FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE
’  PUBLIC SCHOOLS REACH OUT TO HALEY GILMORE AT
HALEY.GILMORE@CENTRALBANK.NET



District 6080 Rotary Youth Exchange Wins Award

District 6080 has been recognized with the Bronze Award from
the North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN) in honor
of its outstanding Rotary Youth Exchange Program.

This award recognizes districts that implement best practices
while addressing the needs of students, host families and clubs.
District 6080 stood out for several reasons:

« An exceptionally active Rotex Narth American Youth Exchange N
program that presents at schools and it of Adievoment =
events, promotes diversity SRS, a9
= - MNAYEM
S == “ awareness, and supports language o
Kit Freudenberg, District Youth Exchange ’ pp guag

Officer (YEO)/Chair, with the award. learning — with representatives sent i
to RI 2024 and NAYEN 2025. ) 4
« District governors who champion youth services through a dedicated
Youth Services Breakfast at the three-district president training, where youth programs present and
collaborate on service projects.
« Annual presentations by RYE and Rotex at two RYLA sessions, inspiring the next generation of
exchange participants.

This year, District 6080 made a strong showing at
NAYEN by sending six Rotex and committee
members to the conference. This was possible with
. help from Elizabeth Jane Upton Foundation. This
was a testament to the incredible growth of the
Rotary Youth Exchange program.

At the conference, the participants immersed
themselves in

= % == '- == insightful

6080 District Youth Exchange Committee and Rotex with the breakout

award (left to right): Ethan Seville, Maria Seville, Gus Odneal, '

Drew Froidl, Kit Freudenberg, Molly Froidl, Susan Potrafka, sessions &( m s
Kennedy Brooks and Braden Vandegriffe. covering a wide

range of topics, including other Rotary youth programs, TO
leadership development, and best practices from districts across FOUNDATION

North America. They connected with fellow Rotex and Rotarians
from around the continent, exchanging ideas and building

Please join us for a celebration fundraiser for

friendships that reflect the very spirit of Rotary. The knowledge, S e
0 promote the Rotary Youth Exchange program.
inspiration, and connections our Rotex brought home will Saturday, May 9, 11am-1pm n the Grasslands.

211 Bingham Rd. Drive through to pick up your
continue to strengthen and grow District 6080's program for years crépes, or join us in the driveway cafe!

All donations are lax deductible
me.
to come Questions? Contact Marilyn Upton §73-305-2027.

. . L. . . A way to support Rotary Youth Exchange
If your club would like to be part of this mission or be involved in iy cotumbia on May 9.

any way, please contact: chair@rye6080.org


mailto:chair@rye6080.org

Youth Services Remain Important to Rotary Clubs

Willow Springs Rotary recently honored WSHS
graduating seniors with a "Distinguished Service
Certificate" for their work in the Rotary's Interact
Club. Quincey Hatch, their advisor, is standing
second from left in back row. Rotarian and officer
Teresa Waggoner, seated, presented the certificates
to the students present. Interactors receiving the
certificates included Zoey Bryan, Karis Cochran,
Kyla Donavan, Aliyah Hager, Isabel Rothermich,
Kevin Solik, and Robert William. The club treated
everyone to pizza and soda.

Rotary Club of Springfield held its final Student
Day of the year at its April 14 meeting. Students from
local universities and high schools join the club
monthly during the school year.

Fulton
Rotary's
outbound
Rotary Youth
Exchange student, Macy Miles, will be going to the
Faroe Islands in Denmark for the 2026-27 school year.
She participated in a signing ceremony at Fulton High
School April 15. Macy is the daughter of Robert and
Amanda Miles. Amanda Miles did the decor and
cupcakes and made the quilt behind them. The entire
Fulton Rotary President Amanda Gowin, family wore Faroe Island
Robert Miles, Macy Miles and Amanda Miles.  T-shirts, and a couple of
friends wore Danish
attire.

In addition to family and friends, Fulton
Rotary President Amanda Gowin and
Rotarians Kati Boland, FHS principal, and Ty
Crain, Fulton superintendent, were in
attendance.




Rotary Clubs Participate in Various Service Projects

Columbia South Rotary (left)
~ participated in Cleanup Columbia April 11
B by picking up litter in Cosmo Park.

The Rotary Club of Springfield (below)
volunteered at CrossLines food pantry on
April 8.

%\ Jefferson City Evening
Rotary (left) met at Rotarian
Dottie Dallmeyer’s to help her
stuff 100s of Easter eggs. Dottie
has been holding an Easter egg
hunt for children for 35 years at her
home.

Jefferson City Evening Rotary members (right) spent the morning of |
April 18 with Serve Jeff City working with different organizations on tasks
they needed help with.

Springfield Sunrise
- Rotarians (left and

12 bags of hygiene kits per box and completed about
three pallets of boxes.



Rolla Lunch Rotary (left and below) sponsored and
served the CORE Lunch April 10 at Rolla High School,
celebrating students who have earned it. The CORE
Program (Creating Opportunities for Responsible
Engagement) recognizes students for positive behavior,
responsibility, and making good choices both in and out
of the classroom.

Willow Springs Rotary members (right) gathered to
clean and trim at the Steve Norman Park in Willow Springs
on Main Street. The park is dedicated to Rotarian Steve
Norman and is a reminder of the life he lived and Service
Above Self.
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David Nanneman, Alene Arnold, Amanda Bur
Teresa Waggoner and Stephanie Beltz-Price

: Belton-Raymore Rotarians and family
members (left and below) took part in a service
project April 18 at Bloom International. The
group put together 200 feminine hygiene kits for
distribution to to various non-profits for those

in need.




Rotary Clubs Stay Busy With Miscellaneous Projects

Columbia Metro Rotary was recognized at Job
Point's 60th annual banquet as its "Community
Partner of the Year." One of the projects was
"Cooking Connections," where Rotarians helped
youth in the YouthBuild program learn to cook
"delicious and nutritious" low-cost crockpot meals.
Every youth who completed the program received a

1

; f o crockpot, cooking utensils and a bag of groceries.
Left to right, front row: Les Gelband, . . . .
Susan Clark. Sarah Read, Valorie This Rotary year, Rotarians worked with them on a project called

Livingston; back row: JD Moran, Shane "Grow and Learn" in which they built and delivered "grow stations" for
Winter, Chris Horn, Tom O'Connor 20 Title 1 classrooms and also participated in both a cooking with
vegetables class and a planting day at the Columbia Center for Urban Agriculture.

JD Moran, Valorie Livingston, .and Les Tom O'Connor and Chris Youth at the Columbia YouthBuild team with grow
Gelband Horn Center for Urban station
Agriculture

Columbia Metro Rotary (left) held its annual Partners in
Education Retreat in April. Members and teachers enjoyed
celebrating another successful year of reading to/working with CPS
students to == A
advance the - ; !
students'
literacy skills.

- =iy ey

Butler Rotary (right) heard about the Rotary
Foundation and being a Paul Harris Fellow from
Past District Governor Jerry Franklin recently. He
also presented the club with his famous rubber
duckies as part of his program.

The Rotary Club of Central Missouri has purchased a Peace Pole to be placed in
the Veterans Park and dedicated at 2 p.m. June 14, Flag Day, to honor the men, women
* and families of the military for their service to our country through the military. Past
president Michael Meloy and current president Sharri Carter will unveil the Peace Pole
and raise the Peace Corps flag at the dedication ceremony. Past District Governor Jerry
AREN W B W. Franklin, chairman of the Veterans Park Committee, will deliver remarks. VIP
i,_‘l. < elected officials will deliver remarks. Rotarians are invited to attend the ceremony.

o3 Uy (AL a28Rd )

Peace Pole
unveiled by an
unidentified
Rotary club.



Fayette Rotary Completes Senior Center Project

Fayette Rotary recently completed its Senior Center improvement
project, made possible through a combination of grant funding,
community support, and hands-on service.

District Simplified Grants (DSG) require clubs to contribute funds
equal to the amount awarded. Thanks to the generous support of
local businesses and individuals, the club was able to contribute
additional funds beyond the grant and match, expanding the scope
and impact of the project at the Fayette Senior Center and lessening
the amount that the Senior Center had to contribute to the project.

The project focused on restoring the Senior Center’s front porch and
entrance—areas that had fallen into disrepair. The foundation had
begun to sink, boards were warping, and the accessibility ramp was
no longer flush with the porch, creating potential safety hazards for those entering and exiting the
building. Without intervention, the entrance could have become increasingly dangerous for the center’s
clients.

With renovations complete, the entrance is once again safe, stable, and accessible. These improvements
help ensure that the Senior Center can continue to serve as a welcoming space where seniors gather for
meals, fellowship, exercise, and essential services. By enhancing both safety and accessibility, the
project strengthens the center’s ability to support Fayette’s older residents for years to come.

i_-‘- ‘ ? In addition to financial support, Rotary members
MR a ' demonstrated their commitment in meaningful ways. On

g“’ Sept. 3, club members held their weekly meeting at the
,,»&_ Senior Center, combining fellowship with service.
Members paid their usual luncheon fees, donating the
difference between a typical Rotary meal and a Senior
Center lunch back to the organization. Building on that
experience, the club has continued to meet at the Senior
Center on nearly every first Wednesday of the month. The Senior Center also benefits from the club’s
ongoing “Happy Can” initiative.

Club President Eddie Campbell noted his appreciation for the strong partnership with the Senior Center
and expressed his hope that the connection will continue to grow in the months ahead.

The Fayette Rotary Club gratefully acknowledges the generous support of Commercial Trust Company,
Exchange Bank of Fayette, Community Auto, as well as Janet Jacobs and Joe and Kelly Vaughn, whose
contributions helped make this project possible. Through this effort, the Fayette Rotary Club continues
its tradition of “Service Above Self,” investing in projects that enhance quality of life and strengthen the
community for all.



Rotary Clubs in 6080 Put the ‘Fun’ in Fundraising

Clinton Rotary held a
~__ chicken dinner fundraiser
with proceeds going to
Clinton Animal Shelter,
Samaritan Center and Clinton
Foster Kid’s Closet. Robert

@ Perryman and crew fried the

delicious chicken and
: Applegate’s Catering prepared

e the sides.

Clinton Rotary also hosted the annual Henry County Memory Fund cake
auction, generating $1,800+ for the fundraiser. A big thank you to Adam
Cummings for auctioneering the event. They lovingly named this event after
Connie Austin, a former Rotarian who was also an amazing baker.

Buffalo Rotary (below) served fish sandwiches on April 7 as a fundraiser.

Jefferson City Breakfast Rotary Spring BBQ on April 10 was a tremendous success. Proceeds
from this year’s BBQ will benefit three outstanding local nonprofit organizations: Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Boys & Girls Club of Jefferson City, and Central Missouri Foster Care & Adoption Association.
Additional funds will support other Rotary-sponsored projects that serve the community.




Branson-Hollister Rotary will hold its
signature fundraising event--Flavor of the
Ozarks on May 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the
AmericInn by Wyndham in Branson.
Attendees will enjoy sampling the
donated culinary delights of more than 20
different restaurants while bidding on a
fun selection of donated appliances,
beach and camping gear, gas grills, show
tickets, restaurant gift certificates,
salon/spa gift certificates, and much
more. All funds raised will be used to

7 award financial grants to Branson-area
charities.

Tickets can be purchased by visiting foto.givesmart.com. Or text “foto” to 76278 to purchase tickets.
Single tickets are $25, and Table Sponsorships are $500. Contact LaDella Thomas at
Ladellathomas@yahoo.com for more information.

Marshall Rotary held its 4th
Annual Charity Mouse Races April
17 at the Martin Community Center.
The event included a pulled pork
sandwich and chips, courtesy of
Marshall Optimist Club.

Fulton Rotary held its 3rd Annual Charlie James Golf
Tournament April 17 at Tanglewood Golf Course. The
tournament honors Charlie James, a former outfielder for the
St. Louis Cardinals, who played in the 1964 World Series. He
has been a member of Fulton Rotary for more than 50 years
and is a two-time past president. He’s also an avid golfer.
Twenty teams participated in the four-man scramble
tournament. Proceeds from the tournament will go to local
charities supported by Fulton Rotary.

Kolby O'Dowd, Fulton Rotary fundraising chair, and Charlie James get set
to tee-off.


http://foto.givesmart.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWGhhYWkzT1RCMEllaHhsM3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6xa3mEplka0t62X4GI--HL2SwkN1X3tkPtGKFwqQT6mCd0OZR1cj4Trk3nPg_aem_OTYdPwSaay6LQlSm630m7Q
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1 3= Player Scramble
#= $10,000 Hole-In-One Prize

I (sponsored by Myles Beckett, FCNB Insurance)

A Lunch provided by
"ft

Mad Moose & Crew BBQ
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ol i-_lﬂle Sponsor $150 | Beverage Cart $600 "f:_, ;“
- - Putting Contest $500 e T e
~ <Team (3 players): $360 :
 +Individual: $120 (we'll place you on ateam) 1

) Questions or sign up:
F’ella DeWitt - his .1111 t

: -'ﬂn'me play, support a great cmiﬁe;"%“’
~ and be rtcrfﬁﬂmethm bigger.
ﬁﬁ """E‘:""pa -g - gAY
#RotaryClubOfRolla #ServiceAboveSelf #GolfForGood

#CommunityStrong  #Supportlocal #RollaMO




Rotary Clubs Donate Funds for Worthwhile Causes

Bolivar Rotary supports local organizations with donations to support their vital missions that help

people in Polk County. The club recently made donations to Community Outreach Ministries, Hope's
Safe Haven and OACAC.

Kendall Vance, development
coordinator for Community
Outreach Ministries, and
Charlotte March, Bolivar Rotary
president

Table Rock Lake Rotary donated $1,500 to Kimberling
City Parks and Recreation and $1,500 to Wolf Pack Park in

Francesca, outreach advocate for
Hope's Safe Haven, and Krista Banks,
Bolivar Rotary vice president.

Reeds Spring. The club raised the money through
its Bowling Bonanza in February at Table Rock Lanes.

Rotarians Hillary Cherry (left) and Cassie Aberle-Doyle
present a check to Kimberling City Administrator Dawne

Gardner (center).

4

Michelle Bliss, community resource
specialist for OACAC Northern
Resource Center (in Bolivar), and
Charlotte Marsch, Bolivar Rotary
president

ROTARY oL
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Camdenton Rotary has
chosen recipients of its 2026
Sudsy Supper and Sporting
Clay charitable initiatives.
Lake Area Industries, which
creates opportunities and
support for individuals with
disabilities, is the Sudsy
Supper two-year grantee
(2026-27). Share the Harvest,
which addresses food
insecurity and supports
families, is the Sporting Clay
Tournament beneficiary.



Rolla Lunch Rotary President Mark Potrafka presented a $500 donation to
Emily and Kelsi, representing DECA, a student organization focused on
preparing future leaders in business, marketing and entrepreneurship. Rolla
Rotary is proud to invest in the next generation and support their continued
success.

Sedalia Rotary celebrated and awarded scholarships to several outstanding
students in the community on April 20. In total, 15 students attended this
meaningful celebration along with their parents and school personnel.
JROTC Scholarship winners: Zachary Weber, Serenity
| Debates and Braydon Lucero. Leon Moore Scholarship
Candidates, 2026: Kiley Gilbertson, Green Ridge High
School; Tucker Narron from Northwest High School, Rotary President Mark
Cameron Schaller from Smithton High School, Thomas ft ZZ;?:;’ and DECA
Jenkins, Sacred Heart High School; Nolan Frankum,
Smith-Cotton High School; and Mauricio Lemus, LaMonte High School.
| Outstanding Student of Pettis County Scholarship Candidates, 2026: Bridger
Belnap, Smith-Cotton High School; Elliott Cooley, Green Ridge High School;
Sophia Parton, LaMonte High School; Gabriella Meyer, Northwest High School;
Logan Howell, Sacred Heart High School; and Aubree Huddleston, Smithton
High School.

Outstanding Student of Pettis ounty Scholarship
Candidates

Sedalia Rotary, as part of its Rotary Community Hope Chest, is
supporting the Gann family during an incredibly difficult time
following a cancer diagnosis. Jamie Gann, 51, was recently
diagnosed with State IV colon cancer.

Sedalia Rotary’s Hope Chest was created to lift up families in
moments like these—offering support, compassion, and a
reminder that they are not alone.

A portion of the funds raised from Rotary's auction on April 24
will go directly to the Gann family to help ease their burden and

surround them with the strength of our community. o oA SN
Jamie and Tamie Gann



Rotary Clubs Enjoy Social Gatherings and Field Trips

Springfield Sunrise Rotarians got together and enjoyed a Wine
and Whiskey social at Show Me Chuy April 15.

Springfield Southeast Rotarians held Fellowship Luncheons
April 8 at four member business locations:

1. Stacey Connell hosted
members at Community

. Blood Center of the Ozarks.
Her program centered on the %
% processes and logistics it
takes to provide a quality
blood supply to local
hospitals.

2. Ashley Walden :
hosted Community .-z
Foundation of the
Ozarks. Her
program was,"Get to
Know CFO!"

3. Mark McNay hosted
SMC Packaging with a
program that gave
Rotarians a general view
of the company, the industry and an outlook on the economy from
the industry perspective.

4. Patrick Harrington hosted Davis Properties and his program
addressed downtown redevelopment and a project tour.

Springfield Sunrise's Dive Bar Tour continues ... these
Sunrisers got together at WF Cody’s for an afternoon of fun
and fellowship with fellow Rotarians.

Springfield Rotary Clubs celebrated the newest creation
from TY IECHYD DA Distillery, Ghost of the Colonial Hotel
Centennial Blend on April 17. This blend celebrates the Route
66 Centennial, the new
Ghost of the Colonial
Hotel Sculpture and the !![
history of the two. It
was 100 years ago, in Springfield at the Colonial Hotel, during a
Rotary Convention, the documents naming and putting Route
66 officially into place were officially signed--thus, forever
partnering Springfield, Route 66, the Colonial Hotel and Rotary!
What a cool piece of history for the community and all the

Rotarians who call Springfield home. DG Andrea Brady Ghost of the Colonial
Hotel Centennial Blend




	More information:

